
 



 

 

Thank you to all that help make this impactful project possible! 



Curran Hospital in Zorzor, Liberia, began life in 1924 as a bush hospital about 188 
miles north of Monrovia but quickly expanded into a full hospital, with 125 beds and the 
capacity to provide Public Health Service for the whole district.  During the Liberian 
Civil War of 1989-2003 the hospital was twice destroyed during horrific fighting 
between the LURD rebels and government soldiers.  Anything of value was looted and 
hauled away, including the roof.  Only the outer walls, riddled with mortar shell holes, 
were left standing.  With the help of numerous churches, individuals and organizations 
the hospital was rebuilt twice. 

At the end of the war in 2004 Curran began to limp back into operation, using one of 
the roofless rooms as an outpatient clinic during the dry season.  Basic medical 
services were provided to nearby villages out of the back of a Land Rover, using 
Curran as a base.  

Today Curran provides inpatient and outpatient services, a school of nursing and 
supervision for 23 community health centers and clinics. 

Curran Hospital sends out a team of health care workers to check on pregnant women, 
do vaccinations, and of course test for malaria in the surrounding villages.  It would 
take days for these villagers to walk to a clinic at Curran but the team can drive most of 
the way and then hike anywhere up to 6 hours to get to a village. 

Lutheran women have been supporting Curran since its inception. 

Curran’s location, though remote, is very strategic.  It offers humanitarian health care 
services, not only to Liberians, but also to people from adjacent Guinea and Sierra 
Leone. However, to get to Zorzor from Monrovia which is 188 miles you have to travel 
4 1/2 hours on a gravel road and during the rainy season it is pretty rough.   

Curran is the only mission hospital that also serves as the Government of Liberia’s 
referral and teaching hospital in Lofa County.   

Curran needs a hand up.  It is experiencing severe financial difficulties and is having 
difficulty getting medical supplies and diesel fuel for its generators. Generators are the 
only source of electric power and fuel is very expensive and is not always available.  A 
100kW solar system will significantly reduce energy costs for the hospital and the 
excess electricity can be sold creating a revenue source for the hospital. 



The Republic of Liberia was formed in 1847 by a group of African-American settlers, 
who had begun re-settling into the area starting in 1822 with the aid of the American 
Colonization Society as a part of the Back-to-Africa movement inthe 1800's that sought 
to repatriate freed slaves from the African continent. Located in West Africa, Liberia 
was led by the settlers and their descendants-the Americo-Liberians-for over 130 years 
until a coup in 1980 by Samuel Doe.  

The Doe regime began over two decades of civil unrest, paranoia, and violence in the 
country. Full-fledged civil war broke out in 1989 when Charles Taylor, at the head of 
the National Patriotic Front of Liberia, began a violent insurrection against Doe's 
government. The following year Doe was captured and brutally executed. For the next 
five years, over a half-dozen warring factions tore the country apart, struggling for 
control. Children were widely used as soldiers or to carry ammunition by all involved in 
the conflict.  

Walter T. Gwenigale, then the director of Phebe Hospital and former Minister of Health 
and Social Welfare recalls:  

"At the beginning of the war, many of the health-care facilities in remote areas were 
abandoned. Only a few remained open... When the war came, my wife and three 

children were with me in Liberia and I was worried about what might happen to them. I 
decided to stay with my patients but I sent my family abroad. The fact that I decided to 

stay with my patients encouraged other employees to stay too." 

Twice during the war Curran Hospital was destroyed. 

After several failed attempts at peace talks, a ceasefire was declared in 1995 and 
Charles Taylor was elected President of Liberia in 1997. The violence continued and 
the country again plunged into civil war in 1999, with the Liberians United for 
Reconciliation and Democracy (LURD) laying siege to the capital of Monroviain 2003, 
forcing Charles Taylor to resign.  

Largely due to the extraordinary efforts of the bold women of Liberia, led by Leymah 
Gbowee in coordination with Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, a peace deal brokered after the 
women encircled the Presidential Palace and staged a silent protest. In 2005, Sirleaf  

 



 

was elected president (the first elected female head of state in Africa), and then 
reelected in 2011. Both women shared the Nobel Peace Prize in2011.  

Liberia has made major strides towards peace and economic prosperity under 
President Sirleaf’s administration, but much work is yet to be done. As US Ambassador 
to Liberia Deborah R. Malac states:  

''This is a critical period in the history of Liberia, a country of unique cultural and 
political importance to the United States. The immediate future of the country rests with 

the ability of [President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf's] administration to address the 
precarious balance of formidable challenges and real opportunities facing the country.'' 

 

  
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Leymah Gbowee  

Think you can’t make a difference? Leymah Gbowee 
led a movement that brought about the end of a brutal 
civil war – at the age of 31.  

Born in central Liberia, Leymah was 17 and living with 
her parents when civil war erupted and tore her country 
apart. After fleeing to Ghana and living essentially 
homeless with her three children, Leymah returned to 
Liberia and in 1998 became a volunteer at St. Peter’s 
Lutheran Church in Monrovia.  

After four years working to heal trauma, Leymah began a movement for peace as the 
unpaid leader of the Women in Peacebuilding Network. In 2003, wearing white t- shirts 
to symbolize peace, the bold women of WIPNET interlocked arms, occupying the 
building where peace was being negotiated and forcing an agreement.  

The civil war ended just weeks thereafter. 
See Leymah’s TED Talk here – http://bit.ly/1xxmKZd 

 
Dr. Jefferson Sibley  

Meet the visionary doctor who is daily working to 
change the lives of the people of rural Bong County in 
Liberia. Married with seven children, Dr. Sibley has 
adopted six more children, like his youngest son 
Jefferson, whose mother died while giving birth to him 
before an ambulance could reach her. Dr. Sibley is 
one of five doctors on staff at Phebe, and the only 
surgeon.  

 
 
  


