
	
• Set aside/Declare Solar Sunday to celebrate and lift up this challenge 

and call for hope! 

• Engage families, small groups, and/or Bible study groups in this 
particular issue through activities, studies, and information provided in 
this resource guide. 

• Receive an offering! Harness the abundance of wealth in our country 
and in our congregations to help the NE MN Women of the ELCA and 
RREAL make this project a reality. Encourage a one-time gift or 
individual ongoing support for Current for Curran. 

• Hold a fundraiser – See section on fundraising ideas 

• Like Skip the Grid and RREAL on Facebook for updates on the project 
and fundraising opportunities 

• Pray 

 

 

• Bulletin Inserts – Ready to print copy included 

• Worship Service – Consider setting aside a Sunday as a Solar Sunday as a 
means of creating awareness for this project. A service template created by 
pastors Erika Nilsen  (Lord of Life; Baxter, Minnesota and Andrew Smith (St. 
John’s Lutheran Church; Lakeville, Minnesota) 

• Children’s Sermon – See below for one possibility. 

• Youth and Young Adult Bible Study – One possibility can be found on the 
next page. 

 

 

 

 



 

Consider using the following script for conducting a children’s sermon: 

I want to tell you today about a hospital in Liberia - does anyone know where 
that is? (show them on a map where they are, and then help them find Africa). 
This hospital is called “Curran” and it uses this (show them a small can of 
diesel fuel) to run their hospital and make sure that they have electricity to 
keep the lights on and the machines working so 
that they can care for their patients. They have 
20,000 patients and almost one-third of them 
are kids! Have you ever had to stay overnight at 
the hospital? How would you feel if the lights 
went out and you were in the dark? (Possible 
answers: scared, worried, etc…) That's what 
happens at Curran Hospital every day. 

Using a prism/sun catcher – catch a ray of 
sunshine. What happens? Beautiful colors – a rainbow. What other 
wonderful things can the sun do? (Possible answers: light, warmth, helps 
everything grow, etc…) Isn’t this pretty? What if we could give the children 
at Curran Hospital electricity with this rainbow instead of with this diesel 
fuel? 

Well, there are some people who want to bring some solar panels there! 
These big solar panels act like this prism – kind of – and they catch the 
sun's light and turn it into energy – and that's a beautiful thing! So that 
the lights can stay on and the machines will all work and the kids don't 
have to be scared and they can get they help that they need. 

I think we are kind of like solar panels or like this little prism too. As 
followers of Jesus we catch the light and it shines through us to make the 
world a more a beautiful place. 

Let us pray: God of Light – help us to let your light so shine in the world 
to bring light and hope to all people. Amen 
 

 
 



	

What images come to mind when you 
hear the term “solar energy?” 
How does solar energy work? Do you 
think solar energy is the best form of 
renewable energy? What are the pros 
and cons of solar energy? Which of 
your gadgets would you like to run on 
solar energy? 

 
Read Matthew 25:14-30 

 
In this parable, who does the master 
represent?  Where are we in the story 
when it comes to using the gifts God has 
given us? Name some of the gifts you 
have been given personally and as a 
collective group. 

 
How are we rewarded when using our 
gifts and talents? 

 
Now read Matthew 25: 34-46 
 
What would the master say about the way we  
have used our gifts, knowledge and resources  
we have been given? Have we done a good  
job of being a good steward of our time,  
talents and resources? How have you worked at developing your time, talents and resources? What kind 
of responsibilities do we have in receiving the gifts of time, talents and resources? 

 
When, if ever, have you observed that the more you used a talent, the more talents God has given 
you? 

 
In the old song, “They Will Know We Are Christians By Our Love” by Peter Scholtes, a verse sings, 
 

“We will work with each other, we will work side by side, 
We will work with each other, we will work side by side, 

And we’ll guard each one’s dignity and save each one’s pride.” 
 
How does using science and technology to help Curran Hospital and other mission related fields, teach us 
to “walk with each other” and “save dignity and pride?” 

 
What can we do with the gift of knowledge and science to make a difference in the lives of others? Do we 
have a responsibility to use technology for this purpose? 
What is our call to action as Christians? What is one thing we can do in our church, in our community, in 
the world where we use our gifts and talents to feed, clothe, and  serve? 

Children, Youth, and Family activity ideas and Bible Study were put together by Vicki Foss, 
Youth Director at First Lutheran Church in Brainerd, Minnesota. Find more ideas at the 

“Resources” page at SkipTheGrid.org
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Curran Lutheran Hospital though remotely located is very strategic, offering health care 
services not only to Liberians, but also to people from adjacent Guinea and Sierra Leone. A 
reliable energy supply is necessary for quality health care delivery. In Liberia, where less 
than 1% of the population has access to the electricity grid, generating power at rural 
hospitals literally becomes a life or death scenario. 
 

   What is Curran & How is the ELCA involved? 
Curran Hospital is located in northern Liberia with 125 beds, inpatient & outpatient 
services, a school of nursing, and provides supervision for 23 community health 
centers and clinics. The Women of the ELCA have been helping support Curran 
Lutheran Hospital since inception in 1924.  

Current for Curran is part of a bigger initiative 
called Skip the Grid that was inspired by the 
Women of the ELCA trip to Phebe Hospital in 
Liberia in 2012. Curran will serve as the second 
NE Minnesota Women of the ELCA driven, 

world changing project for rural electrification for hospitals around the world. 
 
Why Curran Hospital 
Curran Hospital was founded by the Lutheran Church in 1924. Its source 
of electricity is diesel generators. The diesel fuel is expensive and due  
to the remote location and terrible road conditions is difficult to get.  
 
We have a RREAL Solution 
The Women of the ELCA in partnership with Rural Renewable Energy Alliance is 
working to construct a solar array for Curran. This sustainable long-term solution will 
free  
up thousands of dollars that improve the sustainability of the hospital.  

 
Visit www.skipthegrid.org and like us at facebook.com/skipthegrid. We need 

prayers, your leadership, and your generous donations. Donations can be sent to: 
NE MN Synod, Skip the Grid/Current for Curran,  

1105 E. Superior St., Duluth MN 55802 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The ELCA’s mission of accompaniment calls on Lutherans to share in global 
struggles and mutually work in vulnerable areas toward empowerment. This 
project will work directly with local tradespeople and electricians to build a solar 
array and be trained in maintaining it. 
 
What is the goal? 
The project aims to install an array of photovoltaic (PV) 
solar panels at Curran Hospital that will cover the 
hospital’s energy needs, with energy storage to allow 
the hospital to function throughout the night and during 
daytime periods without direct sunlight.  
 
What is RREAL? 
The Rural Renewable Energy Alliance is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization 
dedicated to making solar energy accessible to communities of all income 
levels. Founded in 2000, RREAL has designed, installed, and managed 
hundreds of solar installations. RREAL is a pioneer in the use of solar energy 
to address poverty. 
 
What will it take?  
RREAL is working with a variety of foundations, governmental organizations, 
corporations, and individuals to secure funding for the project. 
 
What is at stake? 
Women and children face daunting health care challenges. 42% of children 
have stunted growth due to disease and malnutrition. Only 26% of births take 
place in hospitals in rural areas; maternal mortality is measured at 994 deaths 
per 100,000 live births, and adolescent pregnancy has risen to 32%.   
 

How can I help? 
Visit www.skipthegrid.org and like us on facebook.com/skipthegrid. We need prayers, 

your leadership, and your generous donations. Donations can be sent to: NE MN 
Synod, Skip the Grid/Current for Curran, 
1105 E. Superior St., Duluth MN 55802

EVERY 6 MINUTES CURRAN HOSPITAL BURNS 
TWO DOLLARS OF FUEL  JUST TO KEEP ITS LIGHTS ON. 

LET'S BRING RELIABLE ENERGY TO CURRAN



Energy	is	produced.	You	have	given	us	minds	that	
know	how	to	harness	the	power	of	your	sun.	You	have	
given	us	hearts	that	see	where	such	power	is	needed.	
Now	give	us	the	will	to	share	your	life	power	with	the	
world.		Light	of	the	world,	

All:	 Let	your	light	so	shine!	
L:	 For	Phebe	Hospital,	 for	doctors	and	nurses	who	must	

often	 work	 with	 little	 light	 and	 electricity,	 for	 all	 the		
dark	places	in	this	world,	in	our	lives,	and	in	our	hearts,	
may	the	Light	of	the	World	shine	bright.	In	Jesus'	name	
we	pray,	

All:	 Amen.	
	
OFFERING	AND	OFFERTORY	
	
WORDS	OF	INSTITUTION	
	
THE	LORD’S	PRAYER	

PRAYER	
Our	Father	in	heaven,	hallowed	be	your	name	

	your	kingdom		come,	
your	will	be	done,	on	earth	as	in	heaven.	

Give	us	today	our	daily	bread.	
Forgive	us	our	sins	

as	we	forgive	those	who	sin	against	us.	
Save	us	from	the	time	of	trial	

and	deliver	us	from	
evil.	

For	the	kingdom,	the	power,	
and	the	glory	are	yours,	now	and	forever.	Amen.	

	
SACRAMENT	OF	HOLY	COMMUNION	
	
POST-COMMUNION	BLESSING		
	
BENEDICTION	
	
SENDING	SONG	 "This	Little	Light	of	Mine"	 ELW	Hymn	677	
	
POSTLUDE	

SOLAR	SUNDAY	~	WELCOME	TO	WORSHIP	

	

CALL	TO	WORSHIP	
Leader:	 O	living	God,	soften	us!	
All:	 Let	the	fire	of	your	love	thaw	the	frost	within	us.	
L:	 Let	the	light	of	your	justice	sear	away	our	blindness.	
All:	 Let	the	grace	of	your	compassion	heal	our	hardened	

hearts.	
L:	 O	living	God,	soften	us,	that,	flowing	with	your	grace,	

we	be	impelled	to	face	the	world	in	bold	compassion,	
All:	 that,	driven	to	justice,	we	may	dare	to	cry	aloud	for	

the	little	ones....	
L:	 O	living	God,	soften	us!		Sweep	us	forward	in	a	Mighty	

Wave	of	Mercy	
All:	 to	heal	our	darkened	world.	

(from	"A	Mystical	Heart,"	Edwina	Gateley)	
	
CONFESSION	AND	FORGIVENESS	
Blessed	be	the	holy	Trinity,	†	one	God,	who	calls	us	beloved	children,	
who	gathers	us	into	one	flock,	who	guides	us	into	all	truth.	 Amen.	

	
Let	us	confess	our	sins,	trusting	that	God	will	forgive	us	
and	cleanse	us	from	all	unrighteousness.	
Silence	is	kept	for	reflection.	

	
Faithful	and	just	God,	
we	confess	that	we	are	captive	to	doubt	and	fear,	
bound	by	the	ways	that	lead	to	death.	
We	have	not	loved	our	sisters	and	brothers	as	you	have	first	loved	us.	
Forgive	us,	God	of	mercy.	
Let	your	Holy	Spirit	work	in	us	to	change	our	lives	and	make	us	new,	
that	we	may	know	the	abundant	life	given	in	Jesus	Christ,	our	risen	
Lord.	 Amen.	

	
In	this	is	love,	not	that	we	loved	God	but	that	God	loved	us	
and	sent	the	Son	to	atone	for	our	sins.		In	the	name	of	†	Jesus	Christ,	
I	announce	to	you	that	your	sins	are	forgiven.	
Let	the	perfect	love	of	God	cast	out	fear,	fill	you	with	joy,	
and	inspire	you	to	live	for	others.	 Amen.	
	



PEACE	
The	peace	of	Christ	be	with	you	always.	
And	also	with	you.	
	
GATHERING	SONG	 "Here	In	This	Place"	 ELW	Hymn	532	
	
GREETING	
Pastor:	 The	grace	of	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ,	the	love	of	God,	and	

the	communion	of	the	Holy	Spirit	be	with	you	all.	
All:	 And	also	with	you.	

PRAYER	OF	THE	DAY	

CHILDREN'S	SERMON	
	
FIRST	READING	 Genesis	1	
	
PSALM	 Psalm	8	
	
SECOND	READING	 Ephesians	2:4-10	
	
GOSPEL	 Matthew	5:14-17	
	
SERMON	
	
HYMN	OF	THE	DAY	 "Shine,	Jesus,	Shine"	 ELW	Hymn	671	
	
CONFESSION	OF	FAITH	 The	Apostles'	Creed	
I	believe	in	God,	the	Father	almighty,	
creator	of	heaven	and	earth.	
I	believe	in	Jesus	Christ,	God's	only	Son,	our	Lord,	

who	was	conceived	by	the	Holy	Spirit,	
born	of	the	virgin	Mary,	
suffered	under	Pontius	Pilate,	
was	crucified,	died,	and	was	buried;	
he	descended	to	the	dead.	
On	the	third	day	he	rose	again;	
he	ascended	into	heaven,	

														he	is	seated	at	the	right	hand	of	the	Father,	
														and	he	will	come	to	judge	the	living	and	the	dead.	
	

I	believe	in	the	Holy	Spirit,	
the	holy	 catholic	Church,	
the	communion	of	saints,	
the	forgiveness	of	sins,	
the	resurrection	of	the	body,	
and	the	life	everlasting.	Amen.	

	
PRAYERS	OF	INTERCESSION	
	
Leader:	 Let	us	pray	 for	 the	 church,	 the	world,	and	all	 those	 in	

need.	 God	 of	 Light	 and	 Life,	 into	 this	 dark	world	 you	
send	your	Son,	Jesus,	to	bring	light	to	injustice,	to	cast	
out	the	darkness	of	fear	and	despair,	to	shine	light	on	
those	in	need,	to	enlighten	our	minds	and	transform	our	
hearts,	and	to	so	shine	that	all	might	know	of	your	love	
for	 the	world.	 For	 your	 extraordinary	 gift	 of	 light,	we	
give	you	thanks.		Light	of	the	world,	

	
All:	 Let	your	light	so	shine!	
L:	 Light	of	Hope,	There	are	places	all	around	that	 literally	

dwell	in	darkness	-	where	there	are	few	to	no	resources	
for	 energy	 and	 light.	 May	 the	 creative	 movement	 of	
your	Light	spark	our	imaginations	so	that	all	might	live	
in	the	light.		Light	of	the	World,	

All:	 Let	your	light	so	shine!	
L:	 Shining	 light	 of	 Truth,	 We	 dwell	 in	 a	 world	 of	 greed	

and	grievous	sin.			It	is	part	of	us	and	we	are	part	of					it.	
Break	us	out	of	our	covered,	shadowed	existence	-	open	
our	eyes	to	the	light	of	truth	around	us	-	help	us	see	our	
participation	in	global	injustice	and	our	part	in	shaping	
a	new	day	for	all.		Light	of	the	world,	

All:	 Let	your	light	so	shine!	
L:	 Sun	Creator,	You	created	the	gift	of	life	itself	and 	have	

powered	it	by	the	work	of	the	sun.	Through	its	power,	
crops	grow,		ecosystems			flourish,		and	life	is	 sustained.	



	
	

Church	Pancake	Supper	
Sometimes	the	simplest	ideas	are	the	best;	and	who	doesn’t	like	a	big	stack	of	pancakes	any	time.	Advertise	it	to	the	community,	
enjoy	fellowship	and	have	an	individual	tell	about	the	critical	work	being	done	to	provide	power	for	Curran	Hospital.	Even	invite	the	
local	news	team	and	maybe	your	congregation	will	make	the	evening	news	broadcast.		
	
If	pancakes	aren’t	your	church’s	favorite,	try	a	spaghetti	dinner,	a	soup	supper	or	some	creative	twist	on	the	traditional	Lutheran	
Potluck	Supper.		
	
Conduct	a	Worship	Service	without	Power	
A	powerful	reminder	of	the	importance	of	reliable	energy	is	attempting	to	go	without	it	for	a	period	of	time.	Most	of	us	take	for	
granted	that	with	a	flip	of	a	switch,	a	push	of	a	button,	or	the	turn	of	a	dial	the	lights	will	come	on,	a	television	will	go	on,	or	a	fan	will	
provide	cool	air	on	a	hot	summer	day.	This	is	a	luxury	in	that	many	in	our	world	do	not	enjoy.	For	a	few	moments,	a	critical	section	or	
even	for	an	entire	service	turn	off	all	power	to	the	sanctuary.	How	do	people	react?	What	must	be	done	to	work	around	this	
inconvenience?	What	would	this	be	like	in	a	life	or	death	situation	–	like	those	faced	by	patients	at	Curran	Hospital.		
Consider	a	special	offering	during	this	service.	Perhaps	suggest	donations	of	one	month’s	electric	bill.	
	

	

Ideas for Families 
No Energy Night –Shut off the TV and the computer. Hit the 

light switch and turn the air conditioning off. Turn the ringer 

off on your phone and mobile devices, spend time together 

and go outside! One of the challenges Curran Hospital faces 
every day is electrical insecurity – not knowing if the 
resources to run the generators are there. Spend a moment 
and do the math, how much energy do we consume with our 
simple evenings at home plugged in to our devices without 
realizing how much we waste? A “normal” incandescent bulb 
costs about 0.75 cents per hour, and LEDs or CFLs cost you 
1 cent for modern bulbs. 
Obviously this isn’t going to break the bank, but if that light 
switch you forgot to flick off actually runs 5 lights in the 

kitchen, that’s 30 cents a day, and that bad habit adds up to 
$110 per year! 
Check out http://www.csgnetwork.com/elecenergycalcs.html 
to calculate how much it costs to power your home per hour 
and consider donating what you would have spent on 
energy to help power Current for Curran. 

What to do with               

“No Energy Night” 

• Board games 

• Walk your dog 

• Volunteer 

• Work in a garden 

• Rollerblade 

• Sing 

• Build a fort 

• Card games 

• Watch a local little league 
game 

• Draw or paint 

• Build a campfire and cook 
over it! 



Activities for Children and Youth 
1.) What are things we receive from the sun? 

(warmth, light, plant growth) 
2.) What is the sun? Where is it? 

(To keep answers simple: The sun is a giant star 
that is about 4.5 billion years old. It is also the 
largest object in the solar system.) 

3.) What kinds of things does the sun do? 

(Answers will vary. Among other things, the sun 
provides the earth and its inhabitants the light and 
heat they need to grow/survive.) 

4.) What kinds of things does the sun allow you to do 
every day? (Answers will vary.) 

 
Paint two paper plates to represent the center of the 

sun. Have students draw or paint sun’s face on 
plates. Trace and cut out hand prints in sunny colors and attach to one of the plate to 

create the sun’s rays. Glue second plate face up to the back to complete the sun. 

 
      Notes from the field 

Vicki Foss, the Youth Director at First 
Lutheran Church in Brainerd, Minnesota, 
tried out some of these activities and 
reported back: 

“I did this project with some of the 
preschool students from First Lutheran 
Church in Brainerd’s Learning Tree 
Preschool. 

We decided to make Banana Boats for an 
afternoon snack. We then put our treats in 
the solar oven we made and found the best 
sunny location outside the church. We 
placed a thermometer in the box with our 
bananas. 

After one hour on a 60 degree Minnesota 
spring day, our box was 150 degrees! After two 
hours, our oven was 195 degrees and our 
chocolate and marshmallows were a delicious 
gooey mess. 

 

We also made a solar oven with High School students and 
reheated pizza and cookies. The students put the oven in 
the school open quad and put their treats in at 8 am in the 
morning. By the 11:30 lunch break, the oven was over 200 
degrees and the food was warm.” 

 
 

Banana Boat Solar Oven Recipe 
4-5 bananas 

½ cup chocolate chips or chocolate chunks 

½ cup marshmallows (mini or 
regular size) Tinfoil 
- Peel one strip of skin off the top of 
the banana but do not detach skin 
completely. 
- Slit banana horizontally while still in 
skin (You may want to remove some of 
the fruit to make room for chocolate and 
marshmallows). 
- Place bananas on tinfoil and put 
marshmallows and chocolate chips 
in top banana slit. 
- Replace banana skin and wrap in tin 
foil. Put in solar oven until chocolate 
begins to melt. 
- Remove from oven and enjoy! 



Any	Month	Giving	Calendar	

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

      1 
      Give $5 to save a life 

through the use of 
reliable energy 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
Pray for doctors  & 
nurses working 
without electricity 

Give 10 cents for every 
light bulb in your home 

Give $1 for every week 
you ran your AC this 
summer 
 

Donate $0.50 for 1 days 
use of your refrigerator-
freezer 

Do not use any 
electronic device today 
give $2 for money saved 

Donate $1 for every hour 
you used your computer 
today. 

Donate $0.50 for every 
electronic device you 
own. 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
Pray for health and 
healing for all people 

Collect your spare 
change and donate it 
today. 

Donate $0.10 for every 
electric outlet in your 
home 

Do not turn on any lights 
today donate $1 for 
money saved 

Read about a solar fuel  
assistance program at 
www.rreal.org    
Donate $2 for fuel used 
for AC  

Give $1 for each load of 
laundry done this week 

Think about what it 
would be like to  live 
without electricity – with 
a  grateful heart donate 
$2.50 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
Pray for ELCA global 
mission ministry 

Donate $1 for each 
garage door opener 

Donate amount = to 1 
gallon of gas for each of 
your vehicles 

Donate $2 for each Dr. 
visit made by your family 
in the past month 

Give up TV today – 
Donate $1 for every TV 
in your home 

Donate $2 if you have air 
conditioning 

Tell a friend about 
RREAL’s Solar 
Assistance Program 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
Pray for battery 
researchers to improve 
solar storage 

Donate $1 for the 
electricity used to pump 
your water? 

Prepare dinner without 
using any electricity – 
Donate $2 for electricity 
saved 

Give $0.25 for every light 
switch in your home 

Donate $0.50 for each 
time you used the 
dishwasher for 1 week. 

Dry one load of laundry 
without the use of a 
dryer – donate $1 for 
energy saved 

Donate the cost of 1 
gallon of gasoline.  

30 31      
Current for Curran 
Giving Calendar 
Donations Collected.  

      





 
 
 

 


