
 
 

 
  

        

Ideas for Engagement: Take the “Kilowatt Challenge” 

Powering Phebe costs roughly $0.66 aims to reduce that by 1/3. 
Consider challenging others to donate $66 to power Phebe for 

100 hours – or to match one month’s electric bill! 

Ideas to Raise Funds: Service without Power 
A powerful reminder of the importance of reliable energy is attempting to go without it for a period of 

time. Many take for granted that with a flip of a switch, a push of a button, or the turn of a dial the lights 

will come on, a television will turn on, or a fan will provide cool air on a hot summer day. This is a luxury 

many parts of the world do not enjoy. For a few moments, a critical section, or even an entire service turn 

off all power to the sanctuary. How do people react? What must be done to work around this 

inconvenience? What would this be like in a life-or-death situation – like those faced by patients at Phebe? 

Consider a special offering during this service. 



Message for Pastors 
In order for your congregation to engage 

more fully in support of the PV for Phebe 

project we invite you to dedicate some time 

in worship. Consider setting aside a 

Sunday as a “Solar Sunday to lift up this 

important collaboration. Your leadership 

and encouragement are vital to committing 

your congregation to ongoing ways of 

justice- making and hope-giving in our 

communities and in the world. 
 

 

Additional ideas for readings, hymns, and prayers can be found on the 
“Resources” page at SkipTheGrid.org 

Energize Your Congregation 



Children’s Sermon Prompt 
Consider using the following script for conducting your 
children’s sermon: 

I want to tell you today about hospital in Liberia - does 
anyone know where that is? (show them on a map where 
they are, and then help them find Africa). This hospital is 
called “Phebe” and it uses this (show them a small can of 
diesel fuel) to run their hospital and make sure that they 
have electricity to keep the lights on and the machines 
working so that they can care for their patients. They have 50,000 patients and almost one-third 
of them are kids! Have you ever had to stay overnight at the hospital? How would you feel if the 
lights went out and you were in the dark? (Possible answers: scared, worried, etc…) That's 
what happens at Phebe hospital every day. 

Using a prism/sun catcher – catch a ray of sunshine. What happens? Beautiful colors – a 
rainbow. What other wonderful things can the sun do? (Possible answers: light, warmth, helps 
everything grow, etc…) Isn’t this pretty? What if we could give the children at Phebe Hospital 
electricity with this rainbow instead of with this diesel fuel? 

Well, there are some people who want to bring some solar panels there! These big solar 
panels act like this prism – kind of – and they catch the sun's light and turn it into energy – 
and that's a beautiful thing! So that the lights can stay on and the machines will all work and 
the kids don't have to be scared and they can get they help that they need. 

I think we are kind of like solar panels or like this little prism too. As followers of Jesus we catch 
the light and it shines through us to make the world a more a beautiful place. 

Let us pray: God of Light – help us to let your light so shine in the world to bring light and 
hope to all people. Amen 

 

 

The next two pages are a ready-to-print “Solar Sunday” service template created by pastors Erika 

Nilsen (Lord of Life Church; Baxter, Minnesota) and Andrew Smith (Lutheran Church of the Cross; 

Nisswa, Minnesota) Are you ready for Solar Sunday? This and other pieces are available for 

download on the “Resources” page at SkipTheGrid.org 



 

energy is produced. You have given us minds  that  know 

how to harness the power of your sun. You have given    

us    hearts    that    see    where    such   power is 

 

 

PRELUDE 

SOLAR SUNDAY ~ WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

needed. Now give us the will to share your life power 

with the world.  Light of the world, 

All: Let your light so shine! 

 

L: For Phebe Hospital, for doctors and nurses who must 

often work with little light and electricity, for all the  dark 

places in this world, in our lives, and in our hearts, may 

the Light of the World shine bright. In Jesus' name we 

pray, 

All: Amen. 

OFFERING AND OFFERTORY 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

BENEDICTION 

SENDING SONG "This Little Light of Mine" ELW Hymn 677 

 

POSTLUDE 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Leader: O living God, soften us! 

All: Let the fire of your love thaw the frost within us. 

L: Let the light of your justice sear away our blindness. 

All: Let the grace of your compassion heal our hardened 

hearts. 

L: O living God, soften us, that, flowing with your grace, 

we be impelled to face the world in bold compassion, 

All: that, driven to justice, we may dare to cry aloud for 

the little ones.... 

L: O living God, soften us!  Sweep us forward in a Mighty 

Wave of Mercy 

All: to heal our darkened world. 

(from "A Mystical Heart," Edwina Gateley) 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, † one God, who calls us beloved children, 

who gathers us into one flock, who guides us into all truth. Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sins, trusting that God will forgive us 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Faithful and just God, 

we confess that we are captive to doubt and fear, 

bound by the ways that lead to death. 

We have not loved our sisters and brothers as you have first loved us. 

Forgive us, God of mercy. 

Let your Holy Spirit work in us to change our lives and make us new, 

that we may know the abundant life given in Jesus Christ, our risen 

Lord. Amen. 

 

In this is love, not that we loved God but that God loved us 

and sent the Son to atone for our sins.  In the name of † Jesus Christ, 

I announce to you that your sins are forgiven. 

Let the perfect love of God cast out fear, fill you with joy, 

and inspire you to live for others. Amen. 



PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

GATHERING SONG "Here In This Place" ELW Hymn 532 

 

GREETING 

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and 

the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

All: And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

CHILDREN'S SERMON 

 

FIRST READING Genesis 1 

 

PSALM Psalm 8 

 

SECOND READING Ephesians 2:4-10 

 

GOSPEL Matthew 5:14-17 

 

SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY "Shine, Jesus, Shine" ELW Hymn 671 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH The Apostles' Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Leader: Let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in 

need. God of Light and Life, Into this dark world you 

send your Son, Jesus, to bring light to injustice, to cast 

out the darkness of fear and despair, to shine light on 

those in need, to enlighten our minds and transform our 

hearts, and to so shine that all might know of your love 

for the world. For your extraordinary gift of light, we 

give you thanks.  Light of the world, 

All: Let your light so shine! 

L: Light of Hope, There are places all around  that literally 

dwell in darkness - where there are few to no resources 

for energy and light. May the creative movement of 

your Light spark our imaginations so that all might live 

in the light.  Light of the World, 

All: Let your light so shine! 

 

L: Shining light of Truth, We dwell in a world of greed 

and grievous sin.   It is part of us and we are part of     it. 

Break us out of our covered, shadowed existence - open 

our eyes to the light of truth around us - help us see our 

participation in global injustice and our part in shaping 

a new day for all.  Light of the world, 

All: Let your light so shine! 

 

L: Sun Creator, You created the gift of life itself  and have 

powered it by the work of the sun. Through its power, 

crops   grow,   ecosystems   flourish,   life   is sustained, 


