
 
Dedication of Phebe Solar Array and Visit to Curran Hospital 

 
On December 6th a group of 11 people returned to Minnesota from a trip to Liberia for the dedication 
of the solar array at Phebe Hospital. This was my first trip off the North American continent and it was 
an awesome experience. The group consisted of: Rural Renewable Energy Alliance (RREAL) 
Engineers Jason Edens & BJ Allen, Mary Jo Mettler, Mary Kay Sloan, Mary Kay’s daughter Katie 
Trumble, Eva Yeo and Valora Starr from Women of the ELCA office in Chicago, Sue Ellwanger and 
Roxanne Goulet from the NW MN Synod, Janis Wegner of Wisconsin, and me. The “Ribbon Cutting” 
for the So-lar Array at Phebe Hospital was just one of the big reasons for our trip. There are so many 
things I would like to share with you…it is difficult to know where to start.  
 
The Liberian people are truly our brothers and sisters in Christ and they are not shy about professing 
their faith! They sing and pray with awesome joy and abandon that it is inspiring. It was so very hum-
bling to see people living in such extreme poverty with such amazing faith and willingness to share 
what they had with us. We were given beautiful pineapples, large papayas, bananas; fruit of all kinds. 
They took time away from their jobs to spend a morning or afternoon with us. We were treated like 
royalty.  
 
Everyone, from the children to the very old greeted us with smiles, hugs and thanked us repeatedly 
for the gift of electricity via the solar panels for the Phebe Hospital.  
We were provided lodging at the Liberian Lutheran Compound and at Phebe Hospital Compound. 
The accommodations were by our standards rustic but more than adequate. Of course, we came with 
cell phones and cameras that needed recharging. Electricity was available from 6:30 PM to 7:00 AM 
on most days. We had to plan to make sure we started the day with them fully recharged. If you were 
fortunate to have a refrigerator, the freezer must be full of water bottles for the next day along with 
containers to keep refrigerated foods safe during the next day’s warm weather. When you are used to 
flush toilets and hot showers it is a bit of an adjustment. Some of the homes in the compound had 
running water, but it was not heated for showers; there were toilets, but we had to bucket flush them 
with water contained in a big garbage can. Where I stayed, the four of us were very fortunate to have 
a host that heated the water for our evening showers. A five-gallon bucket of warm water is so very 
gratifying after an 89-degree day! We were so very thankful.  
 
We saw how much time it took the residents just to prepare for their daily needs. Every morning we 
would see the women and children carrying bundles of charcoal on their heads for the day’s cooking, 
and hauling water for cooking and toilet flushing if it was not in their homes. Everyone had to contend 
with getting drinkable water. These things were all done for us every day. Wonderful meals were pre-
pared for us; fresh picked fruit, the catch of the day or free-range chicken, served with rice prepared 
with delicious fresh vegetables. One morning we even got fresh cinnamon rolls that had been baked 
in an oven made from a 55-gallon steel drum.  
Prior to the solar dedication on Thursday, November 30th we had an opportunity to travel to Curran 
Hospital, which will be the next recipient of a solar array. Curran Hospital is only 45 miles from Phebe, 
how-ever, it is a 2 ½ to 3-hour drive on very rough roads; we were told they had been improved and I 
hated to think what they were like prior to the improvement. We bounced so much that Mary Kay’s 
Fitbit was tracking the bumps as steps…we all had 15,000 “bumpy” steps by the time we arrived!  
 
Upon our arrival we were met by Dr. Gobeh the medical director and many of his staff, who spent 
time explaining to us what it would mean for them to have solar power and a reliable source of 
electricity. The engineers went off to complete their work and we were given a guided tour of the 
facility and grounds. There was a new x-ray machine they could not use because the company that 
donated it has not been back yet (1 year) to make the room suitable for its operation. Curran is a 125-
bed hospital about 30 minutes from the Guinea border, so they get many patients from there as well 



as the Liberians. It is amazing the care they can give despite the lack of supplies and equipment. 
Very few patients can pay for the services they receive, and hopefully have family to bring them food 
while staying in the hospital.  
 
Just like Phebe, Curran is also a teaching hospital. In the halls, prospective students were taking the 
entrance exam, throughout the nursing school. They were eager to stop for a minute and say hello.  
Everyone takes something different home after a trip to another country; for me it was the Curran 
Hospital. I was so impressed by the facility staff and teaching and what they are doing for both 
patients and students. Maybe the reason the nursing school made such an impression on me was 
because of my work at the college in Pine when the Licensed Practical Nursing program was first 
implemented. Having that experience made it hard to imagine managing a health-related program in 
a place that was lacking in basics…particularly electricity!  
 
I wish everyone could meet Dr. Gobeh at the Curran Hospital, just to see how his eyes light up when 
talking about the prospect of having a solar array like the one at Phebe this time next year. That can 
only happen if we work together making it so. The Holy Spirit instills in us Jesus’ command to take 
care of the least of these. You and I and our friends and neighbors can improve life for these 
wonderful people. We did it for Phebe, we certainly can do it again. Help us raise $200,000 by Easter 
for Current for Curran.  
 
God is good all the time. All the time God is good. We can do this!  
Blessings and a very happy new year to you and your family!  
 
Penny Hudlow  
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church 
Council Member 


